ENGLISH

Sorsele

Vindelfjällens Nature Reserve

The name Sorsele probably comes from the Sami word “suorge” meaning arm of the river. The town is situated on a outcrop in the river Vindelälven.
Today Sorsele is a town of 1,300 inhabitants with all the services usually associated with larger towns. Shops, banks, petrol stations, repair
garages, a hotel, a boarding house, camping site, hostel, bus and train
station, post ofﬁce, liquor store, library, sports hall, swimming baths,
illuminated ski track, chemist’s, health clinic, dentist’s, police station,
nursery school, high school, home for the elderly... actually Sorsele has
practically everything you need!
Visit the Heritage Centre and its summer café, exhibition of artefacts,
and baking the traditional unleavened bread in the bakery. The village
festival “Holmen Gungar” is held in the enclosure. The local musicians
play traditional music from the district.
The water mill is located 4 km north of Sorsele along the road to Ammarnäs.
Visit our beautiful library and the church with its glass mosaic and pretty
forest graveyard. The woodcarver “Gille” located on the street Skolgatan
10 is also worth a visit.
At the camping site it is possible to go for a canoe trip, swim in the
bathing lake, in the pool, play minigolf, tennis or boule. All the information you need is at Vindelälvens Tourist Centre. In the same building you
will ﬁnd the Railway Museum which tells the remarkable story of the
Inland Railway during its 100 year history. The Tourist Centre is in the
old railway station beside route E 45.

The polar fox has been chosen as the symbol for the Vindelfjällens Nature
Reserve which was inaugurated in 1974. The nature reserve’s purpose is
to preserve areas with particularly interesting ﬂora and fauna as well as
guaranteeing land that can sustain planned outdoor activities. The nature
reserve covers most of the mountains in the west, the head waters of the
river Vindelälven, Lake Tärnasjö and the mountains of Artfjäll. To the
south the reserve encompasses the river Juktån and the forested areas of
Kirjesålandet, Matsorliden and Giertsbäcksdalen.
Ammarnäs is the natural centre for the nature reserve. Stretching over
550 000 hectares it is Europé’s largest, and could cover half of Belgium.
(80% of the reserve is located in Sorsele).
The countryside varies widely within the reserve. From the tops of
mountains to the deep valley of the river Juktån with it’s 500 year old
pine trees. The wetlands round the lakes Tärnasjö and Marsivigge are
well known sanctuaries for birds but please note that it is forbidden to
visit Marsivagge during the hatching period, (15/5 - 1/8).
In Vindelfjällens nature reserve there are many hiking trails. Detailed
information about the Vindelfjällen Nature Reserve can be found at the
exhibition Naturum, which is located in the hotel Ammarnäsgården.

Ammarnäs
The ﬁrst settlers came here in the beginning of the 1800’s although the
Sami had been using the area as grazing land for their reindeer. Remains
have been found at the southern end of Lake Tärnasjön that have been
dated to being 7,000 years old.
Today Ammarnäs is known for a hill built from glacial moraine. The
locals grow potatoes there which are far west of the boundary set by the
authorities as the limit for agriculture. The two cultures of the settlers and
Sami still live today side by side. In Ammarnäs there are 170 inhabitants
that live off working with reindeer and the tourist industry.
Ammarnäs has excellent services. There is a store where orders for
liquor and prescriptions can be made. There is also a petrol station, a
hotel, inn, several holiday villages with cottages and a hostel.
There are also many companies involved in adventure tourism. They
have number of activities and adventures for the whole family in Vindelfjällen.

Blattnicksele
Blattnicksele is a pleasant village located along the banks of the river
Vindelfjällen, 25 km south of Sorsele. Both the Inland Railway and
route E 45 pass through the village. 200 live in the village that is known
for its camping site. Here you can play mini-golf, tennis, bake your own
bread in the bakery, and go for a swim in the heated pool. There is also
an illuminated ski track.
The river Vindelälven has excellent ﬁshing, especially for trout and
grayling. It is possible to go for canoe trips from Blattnicksele.

Nalovardo
Nalovardo is an area of considerable beauty with both mountain birch
forests and open fells above the tree line. Nalovardo was classiﬁed as
a nature reserve in 1992 is located 15 km north of Sorsele between the
river Vindelälven and the river Laisälven. The summit lies 762 m above
sea level.
During summer it is possible to hunt for wild mushrooms, pick berries
or ﬁsh for trout and char. The midsummer view from the top is tremendous. 4 km from Nalovardo but still within the reserve is a ﬁshing camp
beside Lake Borgjaure. Trout and Char can be caught here. Please contact
Vindelälvens Tourist Centre for more information.
Nalovardo has a large alpine ski centre with slopes for both beginners
and professionals alike. There are 2 lifts and 14 pistes the longest of these
is 2.2 km long with a drop of over 314 m. Part of the area is lit, there is
also a special slope for children and it is possible to rent equipment. Cross
country ski tracks are marked and carefully maintained and the whole
area is accessible by snowmobile.
At the base of the slope there is a group of cottages for hire and a total
of 80 caravan pitches, all of which have electricity and access to internet.
There is a service building with showers etc and in the cottage with a small
shop light meals are also served. A road leads up to the summit.

Midnight Sun
Northern Sweden is known to be one of the darkest and coldest places
there is - but this is of course only during winter when the sun can only
sometimes be visible for 10 minutes. This however is reversed during
summer with nearly 24 hours of constant daylight. Try going to Skibbikkudden and take a quick swim in the river’s clean waters, boil a pot of
coffee and try a spot of ﬁshing.
Come to Sorsele and discover the mystery of the Midnight Sun. At
Midsummer many gather on the top of Nalovardo to celebrate the whole
night long.

Örnbo
Gargnäs
“Between sky and water”, Gargnäs lies 45km south of Sorsele, just off
route 363. About 150 live in the village that has a pleasant camping site,
a heated pool, private lodgings, illuminated ski track, mini-golf, petrol
station, summer café, small health clinic, and a small landing strip. The
area has many lakes with excellent ﬁshing and a 20 km stretch of the river
Vindelälven and of the river Gargån. Both can offer exclusive ﬂy ﬁshing. It
is possible to combine ﬁshing with a canoe trip along the river Gargån.

Klippen
50 km NW of Sorsele is the little village of Klippen. Apart from being
quite isolated it is also located on the boundary between two regional
counties.
It is possible to use the village as a base for hunting and ﬁshing trips.
Guided tours are offered to visitors of the village as well as overnight
stay in cottages. In Giertsbäcken you can also ﬁsh for salmon trout and
grayling.

An old farmstead built in the 1860’s by one of the Sami, Anders Jonsson.
Situated on an outcrop on the hillside it has a commanding view of the
area. It was occupied up until 1952 and today gives the visitor a clue as
to how people used to live and work. Not much has changed since it was
built over 100 years ago.
The name means “eagle nest” referring to the many eagles that once
nested in the area. One of the hiking paths from Ammarnäs passes through
Örnbo.

Vindelälven
The national river Vindelälven is one of the few Swedish rivers which is
saved from any hydroelectric exploitation. It became well-known during
the debate in 1970 when the Swedish Parliament decided to protect it.
The river, 430 km long, was saved mainly because it runs through most
valuable ecological areas.
Vindelälven is widely known for its excellent ﬁshing, river rafting and
sports event Vindelälvsdraget, a unique 400 km long dog sledge relay
race during four days in March.
The river Vindelälven´s nature pasture with cattle that pasture has opened
the landscape towards the river and new picnic areas has been created for
the birds in the area. Look for the green signs saying “Vindelälvens Naturbeten” when you travel along the road Vindelälvsvägen - route 363.

River Laisälven

Gillesnuole

The river Laisälven is the large tributary to the river Vindelälven. It has
a multitude of beautiful rapids and has excellent ﬁshing, especially for
trout and grayling. The river is easily accessible by road and has many
paths and picnic stops along its banks.
Close to the river is an 8 km long ancient pit system. One of the longest
in Sweden it was used to capture wild reindeer and elk during the Stone
Age. A small box was placed in the pit to prevent the animal from jumping out. The pit was then covered with branches, leaves and moss. This
method was banned in 1864.
Near the end of the river’s course it ﬂows over an area covered in sand
and gravel left by the retreating glaciers. The river has cut through the
sand and gravel down to the hard granite underneath.

Gillesnuole chapel is the oldest religious shrine in Sorsele. It lies 60 km
from Sorsele in Storvindeln beside the road to Ammarnäs. The priest,
Henrik Svensson Lyckselius, was stationed here in 1674 to meet the needs
of the two neighbouring Sami communities, Gran and Ran.
Since 1940 church weekends are arranged here three times each summer. You can obtain the dates through Vindelälvens Tourist Centre in
Sorsele.

Juktån
The river Juktån, close to Sorsele, offers excellent trout and grayling
ﬁshing. A part of the river is reserved for ﬂy ﬁshing.
The river valley Juktådalen holds very old primeval forests. You will
ﬁnd more information at Vindelälvens Tourist Centre in Sorsele.

1 Sandseleforsen

The area of Sandseleforsen in Vindelälven holds a nature reserve with
beautiful rapids. You will ﬁnd it by the road to Södra Blattnicksele, close
to Inlandsvägen route E 45. The Inland railway also crosses this place.

2 Gimeguolts

Gimeguolts is a nature reserve that is only 500 m long and 30 m deep.
It is a ﬁssure in a fascinating landscape that is covered in virgin forest.
There is a resting-place with a wind shelter. Gimeguolts lies 15 km from
Sorsele. After parking the car there is a 1.5 km walk to the spot but even
if the path is not difﬁcult please use strong shoes and be careful if you
try to climb the steep slopes.
The ﬁssure was formed by Glacier Rivers ﬁlled with stones and grit
eroding the slaty bedrock. The course of the glacial river can be traced from
Kvarnforsen in the river Laisälven, through the marshes of Loitoträsken,
the ﬁssure at Gimeguolts and down to the river Gargån.

3 Brudslöjan

Brudslöjan is an impressive and beautiful waterfall, especially during
summer. It can be found at Svarttjärn on the road towards Ammarnäs.

Viktoriakyrkan (Victoria Church)
Far up in the valley Juktådalen at the shore of Lake Överst Juktan is the
Victoria church situated framed by the Vindeln Mountain’s nature reserve,
only 80 km from Sorsele. Services are held there during the summer, the
dates of which can be obtained at the Vindelälvens Tourist Centre.

Railway Museum
The old railway station in Sorsele houses both the Tourist Centre and
the Railway Museum. The museum tells the story of how the 1289 km
railway was built between Kristinehamn in the south and Gällivare in the
north. It covers the lives of all those who were effected by its construction,
politicians, military generals, navvies, crown princes, farmers, soldiers
in foreign uniform, station masters, demonstrators, county governors,
tourists and many more.
The development of the hundred year old railway is displayed from
the ﬁrst spiralling dreams of the 1800’s to the present day. If you want to
know more about the Inland Railway, visit the museum.
Contact Vindelälvens Tourist Centre in Sorsele for more information

Vindelfjällens Naturum
– Ammarnäs Nature Centre
A new exhibition goes on show at the nature centre, Vindelfjällens Naturum. The exhibition highlights the Nature Reserve’s wildlife, culture,
sights and the best places to visit. It is possible to book guided excursions
and shop at the Naturum which has its own path linking it to The Royal
Trail (Kungsleden), which leads from the east into the Vindelfjällens
Nature Reserve. Naturum is located in the eastern wing of the hotel Ammarnäsgården.

Fishing

Birdwatching

Whether you want to go spinning or ﬂy ﬁshing for grayling or trout
in ﬂowing streams, ﬁshing on frozen lakes for char or angling for
perch in the summer - everything is possible in Sorsele. The whole
year around.
When the ﬁshing at its best? In the river Vindelälven the melt water
prevents good catches, it is better to try your luck in a lake or smaller
rivers. The ﬁrst two weeks after midsummer usually provide excellent
ﬁshing especially in the rivers Laisälven, Vindelälven and Juktån. Melt
waters from the mountains generally hamper ﬁshing for another week
or so after that. The second half of July and the whole of August are
usually the best periods for ﬁshing in ﬂowing waters.
The winter season lasts from February to May, but try your luck
during November and December when the ﬁrst ice forms.
Sorsele has a multitude of lakes and rivers, many of which are close
to service amenities. There is a wealth of information and experienced
guiding. There are many excellent ﬁshing camps within the area. The
tourist centre has more information.

There is a rich and varied bird life in Sorsele with 220 different species having been spotted. 150 of these are known to breed here. This
means that there is a good chance of seeing in Sorsele most of the
species that breed in the whole of Sweden.
For the ornithologist, a visit to the Vindelälven´s Nature Reserve
and several other sites a must. There is a lot to see in and around
Ammarnäs and in the mountains. There is a research station that is
visited by both Swedish and foreign experts for studies and research
programmes.

Hiking and Cross Country Skiing
There are many trails and footpaths in the mountains around Ammarnäs
and through the Vindelfjällens nature reserve. The trail Kungsleden
that leads from Hemavan way up to the far north passes through
Ammarnäs. Go for a trip with the whole family. Between Ammarnäs
and Hemavan there are several cabins where you can stay and ﬁnd
shelter. During winter there are miles and miles of skiing paths and
snowmobile trails to follow.
Maps showing the intricate network of paths and trails can be
obtained from Vindelälven´s Tourist Centre.
When going on a trip into the mountains it is important that you
take a good map with you. In many places it is possible to buy the
map “Fjällkartan AC2 or BD16”. Do not forget to inform the hotel or
tourist centre where you are headed or how long you will be away.
In Sweden there is a law giving the general public the right of
access to all land but this means that everyone has a duty to treat
the landscape with respect. Do not leave litter behind or disturb the
reindeer and other wildlife.

Sami and Sami Culture
Within the Vindelälven Nature Reserve are remnants of ancient Sami
settlements. There are 10 ancient sites, one of which (at Björkfjället)
was where sacriﬁces were made to a large white gleaming block of
quartz. In a cave beside Lake Överstjuktan a Seite (Sami heathen
idol) made of wood was found in 1925. This is now housed in the
Nordic Museum in Stockholm.
In Ammarnäs it is possible to meet internationally known craftsmen
and women who design and make jewellery and handicrafts using
roots, hide and tin thread.
In Ammarnäs there are several tourist companies of Sami origin
who specialise in showing visitors the Sami way of life. There is a
Sami settlement in Geunja, well away from the nearest road.
Please contact the Tourist Centre for more information.

Working with reindeer
Ammarnäs has the highest concentration of reindeer in Sweden. The
Sami have their own communities and organisations, they cross over
Swedish regional boundaries. In Sorsele there are two such communities, Gran and Ran.
During winter the Sami move with the reindeer along the river
Vindelälven down to the forest “pasture land”. During summer the
reindeer roam the mountains and it is here that the calves are born
during late May. The Sami gather the herds in September. They are
divided up between the owners and many are slaughtered. The work
has to be done before the mating season which follows afterwards
as the meat can acquire a bitter taste.
The gathering of the reindeer is a marvellous spectacle which in
Sorsele takes place in Bjergenas and Kraipe. But do not forget that
this is not a tourist attraction. The Sami are working hard during the
separation of the herds so please contact them ﬁrst and ask if you
can go and watch.

Welcome to Sorsele
For those who love nature...
Within the boundaries of Sorsele can be found both the free ﬂowing river Vindelälven and the wild
expanses of Vindelfjällen, Europe’s largest nature reserve. Located in Lapland the municipality stretches
east to west for 200 km and is 50 km wide. Throughout the year it is extremely popular with those
who seek contact with nature and with those who enjoy outdoor activities. It is possible to stay in a
comfortable cottage, hotel, boarding house, hostel or at a camping site. Why not camp out beside the
clear waters of a mountain stream.

Hotel

Individual cottages and rooms

Ammarnäs Ammarnäsgården, phone +46 952 600 03

There are also individual cottages and rooms available
for hire. Please contact the Vindelälvens Tourist Centre in
Sorsele, phone +46 952 140 90

Sorsele

River Hotel, phone +46 952 121 50

Boarding House

Camping sites

Sorsele

Ammarnäs
Ammarnäs caravan site, 72 pitches with power outlets.
Service-building with showers/WC etc.
phone +46 952 601 10

Pensionat Holmen, +46 952 536 40

Lodge Accommodation with
cottages
Ammarnäs Ammarnäs Wärdshus, phone +46 952 602 00
Sandsjön

Sandsjögården, phone +46 952 500 29

Hostels
Ammarnäs, Fjällhästens Vandrarlogi, +46 952 600 30
Ammarnäs STF, +46 952 602 00
Ammarnäsgården Vandrarhem, +46 952 600 03
Sorsele STF, +46 952 101 24

Cottages
Ammarnäs Ammarnäs stugby, phone +46 952 601 00
Grundströms stugby. phone +46 952 600 10
Tjulådalens stugor, phone +46 730 60 57 47
Vindelåforsens stugby, phone +46 952 611 00
Sorsele

Nalovardo stugby, phone +46 952 310 41
Färjställets stugor, phone +46 952 440 23

Kraddsele
Kraddsele Cottages, Caravan site, space for both tents and
caravans. Service-building with showers/WC.
phone +46 952 610 44.
Nalovardo
Nalovardo caravan site, 80 pitches with power outlets.
Service-building with showers/WC, sauna etc.
phone +46 952 140 90
Sandsele
Talluddens caravan site; 10 pitches with power outlets.
Service-building with showers/WC.
phone +46 952 510 33
Summer only
Blattnicksele
10 3-star cottages, space for both tents and caravans.
phone +46 952 200 08
Summer only
Gargnäs
11 2-star cottages, space for both tents and caravans.
phone +46 952 210 20
Sorsele
30 3-star cottages, space for tents and caravans.
phone +46 952 101 24, 140 90
Vindelälven´s Tourist Centre makes reservations for
lodging for the entire municipality.

Vindelälven´s Tourist Centre
Phone +46 952 140 90. Fax +46 952 142 96
Stationsgatan 19, SE-920 70 Sorsele
Open all year round
Mail: turist@vindelalven.se
www.sorsele.se

Vindelfjällen´s Naturum
– Ammarnäs
Phone +46 952 601 65
Ammarnäsgården
Season only

Sorsele
The municipality of Sorsele, situated in southern Lapland, near the Arctic Circle, and bordering on Norway, is a large, unspoiled wilderness,
with clean air and water, characterized by high mountains, forests, great rivers and lakes. The area is sparsely populated, no more than 2,900
inhabitants.
In the region is Vindelfjällen, Sweden’s largest nature reserve and the unexploited national river Vindelälven. Located in the northern temperate zone, the area has cold, snowy winters and a short, but warm and pleasant summer.
The infrastructure, such as roads, railways, airﬁelds, and telephone communication is satisfactory. People have about 1-2 hours’ trip to the
nearest airport with daily connection with Stockholm. Daily intra-village and -community bus connections are available. The living environment is safe and secure, with a high quality of life. Social supervision and solidarity is high.
There is also a vigorous rural movement in the region, and wide-spread and vigorous society activities. In spite of strong local afﬁliation
and identity, the demographic trend is in decline. Women and young people in particular go to other areas in search of professional training
and job opportunities. This is partly due to an on-going structural change: a decreasing public sector and less employment in forestry and
agriculture.
We have small scale trade and industry but it is in constant development. Furthermore the mining industry has been established in the municipality. A very well developed internet connection
through ﬁbre makes new markets and networks possible and more service businesses
are able to operate by distance.
The Sami culture, the settler culture, and the farming communities
e
are signiﬁcant for the local identity. Hunting and ﬁshing are important
leisure activities, as well as a complementary means of support.
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Communications
Sorsele is near by...... only two hours from Arlanda! You ﬂy to Gunnarn and from there you go by pre booked taxi or
rental car to Sorsele. From Arvidsjaur you can take charter to Frankfurt/Hahn, Hannover Munich and Stuttgart. The
ﬂight to Germany departs only from December to March. Sorsele are also strategically situated next to the Inland
railway and as a connecting point for the Inland route E 45 and the beautiful road Vindelälvsvägen, route 363.

